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Description:  

The rise in environmental awareness worldwide and environmental regulatory obligations leads 

to major shifts in production, distribution and consumption patterns and the emergence of Short 

Food Supply Chains (SFSCs). Marsden et al. (2000) and Renting et al. (2003) popularized the 

concept of Short Food Supply Chains (SFSCs) as a substitute for “alternative food networks” 

in response to the need for more specific conceptualizations. An overall state of the art which 

deals with the various fields of application of short food supply chain was carried out by 

Paciarotti and Torregiani (2021). Besides obvious environmental factors, other drivers contribute 

to the ongoing change that remain little understood: new organisational patterns notably, but 

not only in logistics, innovative governance and business models. These all call for a re-

evaluation of the players, roles and drivers behind the changes observed as well as of the public 

policies and consequences.  How do producers and consumers interact? Do all consumers prefer 

to purchase within SFSCs? How are SFSCs innovative? How are SFSCs sustainable? What is 

the performance of SFSCs in term of sustainability and performance leverages? Who are the 

new intermediaries, what purpose do they serve and how do they serve it, who benefits from 

SFSCs? How do the traditional intermediaries (supermarkets) shift to the new fashion and make 

such a shift credible? How are SFSC governed, who gets involved? What are the types of 

governmental measures used to foster the development of SFSC and how efficient are they? 

How does production meet demand? What consequences for international trade? Do SFSC 

really induce social benefits? 
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The session’s objective is to bring together researchers and practitioners from the fields of 

logistics and management to discuss, share and explore challenges, perspectives and the most 

promising SFSC applications in Agrifood. Papers could be either in French or in English, but 

depending on conference participants, presentations in English might be welcomed.  

 

List of topics: 

Suitable topics include the following:  

• Social acceptance and consumer behaviour; 

• Governance, sustainability and local development; 

• Carbon footprint and ecological impacts and global efficiency (especially for 

environmental and social criteria) 

• Short Food Supply Chains (SFSCs) and new business models 

 

Keywords: 

Short Food Supply Chain; Consumer behaviour; Social acceptance; social and economic 

benefits; Governance; sustainability; local development; ecological impact; carbon footprint; 

Logistics; Distribution. 
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Papers accepted and orally presented are submitted to IEEE Xplore for publication.  

The highest ranked papers presented at the conference will be invited for submission 

to a special issue in the journal Computers in Industry (journal impact factor: 7.635). 


